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Program-Level Assessment: Annual Report 

Program Name (no acronyms): American Studies Department: American Studies 

Degree or Certificate Level: BA College/School: College of Arts and Sciences 

Date (Month/Year): September 2022 Assessment Contact: Emily Lutenski, Chair 

In what year was the data upon which this report is based collected? 2022 

In what year was the program’s assessment plan most recently reviewed/updated? 2022 

Is this program accredited by an external program/disciplinary/specialized accrediting organization? No 

 
1. Student Learning Outcomes 

Which of the program’s student learning outcomes were assessed in this annual assessment cycle? (Please list the 
full, complete learning outcome statements and not just numbers, e.g., Outcomes 1 and 2.) 
 

SLO1: Students will explain the relevant contexts—such as historical, political, geographic, literary, artistic, social, or 
intellectual—that shape American cultural practices, expressions, or ideas. 
 
SLO2: Students will assess how American cultural practices, expressions, or ideas are constructed by or interpreted 
through frameworks of nation, class, race, gender, ability, or sexuality. 
 
SLO3: Students will synthesize two or more disciplinary approaches in analyses of American cultural practices, 
expressions, or ideas. 
 
SLO4: Students will effectively articulate arguments and information about American cultural practices, expressions, 
and ideas. 
 
SLO5: Students will demonstrate the ability bridge academic concerns with American cultural practices, expressions, 
and ideas and the concerns of broader public life. 
 
We revised all SLOs and assessment plan in Summer 2022 in response to the feedback we received in Spring 2022. We 
essentially trialed the plan by completing our entire rubric this year and discussed it to see if the process and rubric is a 
functional starting point for our new procedures.  
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Which artifacts of student learning were used to determine if students achieved the outcome(s)? Please describe 
the artifacts in detail and identify the course(s) in which they were collected. Clarify if any such courses were offered 
a) online, b) at the Madrid campus, or c) at any other off-campus location. 
 

The direct measure artifact of student learning used to determine if students have achieved this outcome is the 
senior thesis, which is described here:  
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What were the results of the assessment of the learning outcome(s)? Please be specific. Does achievement differ by 
teaching modality (e.g., online vs. face-to-face) or on-ground location (e.g., STL campus, Madrid campus, other off-
campus site)? 
 

We had four students complete the senior thesis in 2022, and they completed it under our old major, which has less 
intentional development of these learning outcomes than our revised major does. The data below, as a result, is likely 
to be somewhat unreliable due to both our small sample size and that the students did not complete our new major. 
While the artifact that students completed at the end of our old major is essentially the same as that produced in the 
new major, what differs between the old major and its revision is a series of steps to develop students learning 
toward these outcomes in directed manners. In other words, the assignment—the senior thesis—is the same at the 
end of the old and new major, but the curriculum map that leads the students there is different. In our old major, 
these outcomes may have been addressed, but circumstantially rather than intentionally. This is different in our new 
major. Nonetheless, what follows is the data collected via the trial rubric for these 5 students who were the last to 
complete our old major. Perhaps in 2023, when we can begin evaluating the new major, we will see if it has an effect 
on these results. 
 
SLO1: For SLO1, half of the artifacts rated a 2 (Competent), and half rated a 3 (Exemplary).  
 
SLO2: For SLO2, most of the artifacts rated a 2 (Competent). One rated a 3 (Exemplary).  
 
SLO3: All of the artifacts rated 3 for SLO3.  
 
SLO4: Half of the artifacts rated a “2” (Competent) and half of them rated a “3” for this outcome.  
 
SLO5: All of the artifacts rated a “3.”  
 
We only offer this course in person on the St. Louis campus, so there are no differences in modality or location. 

 
5. Findings: Interpretations & Conclusions  

What have you learned from these results? What does the data tell you? 
 

SLO1: With the small sample size, it is difficult to deduce if the differences in the scores between students is 
meaningful, or a result of idiosyncratic experiences of the students during the semester—of having an illness, for 
example, or having an overly 
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SLO4: Like SLO1, it is difficult to sort out whether the differences in scores here is meaningful or the result of 
idiosyncratic student experiences. The instructor for the course strongly suspects that the lower-ranked theses were 
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included last year’s ASTD 4960 syllabus here, where the course description (which is fundamentally the artifact 
description) and learning outcomes are not the same as what we assessed via our trial rubric—in Spring 2023, we 
can align these to better implement our assessment protocols and aid our students in achieving our BA outcomes in 
an even more robust way. 
 
In short, in AY23-
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artifact of student learning on a rubric 
(attached) as a direct measure. SLO 1 (and 
all SLOs will also be evaluated through an 
indirect measure, a student survey (also 
attached).  
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Achieved: ASTD 4960: Senior Workshop – 
Crafting the American Studies Thesis. 

Studies Thesis. strengths and weaknesses they have 
observed in their work. Careful notes will 
be taken as a supplemental assessment 
artifact. By the end of the meeting, faculty 
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with American cultural practices, 
expressions, and ideas and the 
concerns of broader public life. 
 
 
 

Methods. 
 
Developed: ASTD course with a “Community 
Engagement” attribute, including ASTD 3910: 
American Studies Internship. 
 
Achieved: ASTD 4960: Senior Workshop – 
Crafting the American Studies Thesis. 

have achieved this outcome is the 
senior thesis. The indirect measure 
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Additional Questions 
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Student Name: 
 
Rater Name: 
 
Rating Date: 

 
American Studies BA Assessment Rubric 

 



 2 

or interpreted 
through frameworks 
of nation, class, 
race, gender, ability, 
or sexuality. 

expressions, or ideas 
are constructed by or 
interpreted through 
frameworks of 
nation, class, race, 
gender, ability, or 
sexuality—including 
nuanced attention to 
how two or more of 
these frameworks are 
interlocking. 

interpreted through 
frameworks of 
nation, class, race, 
gender, ability, or 
sexuality, but the 
assessment is limited 
to sufficient attention 
to one of these 
frameworks. 

frameworks of 
nation, class, race, 
gender, ability, or 
sexuality, but how 
this occurs is not 
thoroughly 
addressed. 

constructed or 
interpreted 
through 
frameworks of 
nation, class, 
race, gender, 
ability, or 
sexuality. 

SLO3: Students will 
synthesize two or 
more disciplinary 
approaches in 
analyses of 
American cultural 
practices, 
expressions, or 
ideas. 

The student 
thoroughly integrates 
two or more 
disciplinary 
approaches to 
analyze of American 
cultural practices, 
expressions, or ideas. 

The student uses the 
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The language, style, 
genre, and tone are 
appropriate for 
American Studies 
audiences. There are 
no problems with 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, or syntax. 
All sources are 
properly 
documented. 

argument might not 
be transparent. The 
language, style, 
genre, and tone are 
appropriate for 
academic audiences, 
but perhaps not for 
American Studies in 
particular. There are 
rare errors in 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, or syntax. 
All sources are 
documented, but the 
documentation may 
have subtle 
formatting errors. 

language, style, 
genre, and tone may 
not be appropriate for 
academic audiences. 
There are errors in 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, and syntax 
that may 
occasionally impede 
reading. Most 
sources are cited but 
there may be some 
information missing 
in the documentation. 

an academic 
audience. There 
are frequent 
errors in spelling, 
punctuation, 
grammar, and 
syntax that make 
portions of the 
student’s work 
unintelligible. 
The sources are 
not cited.  
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Student Name: 
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Class Time: Wednesdays 1:15-4:00 pm
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Health and Safety: Attendance and Participation
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have taken on it with you to class. You should always have a notebook and writing utensil with 
you in order to jot down ideas, thoughts, and information during our class periods. You should 
freely raise questions and offer insights on the reading in a curious, thoughtful, and civil manner. 
Doing this does more than create an energized intellectual community—it also helps you track 
your ideas and thinking, which in turn will make approaching your papers and reading responses 
easier. Please see the sections on grading for more information. 
 
Deadlines and Submission of Work 
This is an unusual semester, and we have all struggled during the pandemic era and its associated 
crises in myriad ways. Deadlines may be missed for truly legitimate reasons. Particularly in this 
class, however, meeting deadlines is important. This is because the class is designed to help you 
complete a major project in incremental, manageable steps—and missing one of these steps 
means the rest is thrown off kilter, particularly as we are workshopping and working, at times, as 
a team. In short, I highly recommend sticking to the schedule.  
 
If you require an extension due to emergencies and extenuating circumstances, however, please 
contact me in advance of your due date to make these arrangements. This will mean our lines of 
communication are open, that I can help you with any support you need, and that I can also 
navigate the rest of the class when we depend upon each other’s work. 
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Not Disturb” mode. This will help us give each other our undivided attention in the limited time 
we have to learn from one another. 
 
Academic Honesty 
You are expected to maintain the most rigorous standards of academic integrity at all times. You 
are responsible for familiarizing yourself with the College of Arts and Sciences Policy on 
Academic Honesty at https://www.slu.edu/arts-and-sciences/student-resources/academic-
honesty.php. Please be aware that violations of academic honesty or integrity can result in the 
failure of the assignment in question, the course, and even expulsion. If you are found to have 
plagiarized, you will, at minimum, receive a “0” on the assignment in question, and your case 
will be reported to the Department of American Studies. 
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levels. Trained writing consultants can help with essays and other written assignments, 
multimedia projects, and oral presentations. University Writing Services offers one-on-one 
consultations that address everything from brainstorming to crafting strong sentences and 
documenting sources properly. 
 
Basic Needs Security 
Students in personal or academic distress, or who are experiencing challenges in securing food or 
navigating campus resources are encouraged to contact the Office of the Dean of Students for 
support (https://www.slu.edu/student-development/dean-of-students/index.php, 
deanofstudents@slu.edu or 314-977-9378). If you are comfortable doing so, you may also reach 
out to me, and I will help connect you with necessary resources. 
 
Title IX 
Saint Louis University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and seeking an 
environment that is free of bias, discrimination, and harassment. If you have encountered any 
form of sexual harassment, including sexual assault, stalking, domestic or dating violence, we 
encourage you to report this to the University. If you speak with a faculty member about an 
incident that involves a Title IX matter, that faculty member must notify SLU’s Title IX 
Coordinator and share the basic facts of your experience. This is true even if you ask the faculty 
member not to disclose the incident. The Title IX Coordinator will then be available to assist you 
in understanding all of your options and to connect you with all possible resources on or off 
campus. Anna Kratky is the Title IX Coordinator at Saint Louis University and can be reached at 
anna.kratky@slu.edu and 314-977-3886. 
 
A%6.)C4$)')*,&&#..C,?)54,$.#)LM6#$%#(&# 
Content Note 
In this class, we will aim to have respectful, critical, and civil exchanges. Please know that some 
of the content and language in this course may be found offensive, uncomfortable, or 
traumatizing. If you suspect specific material is likely to be emotionally challenging to you, 
please come discuss any concerns you have with me before the subject comes up in class. If you 
ever want to discuss your reactions to materials with me, please feel welcome—I consider this an 
appropriate part of teaching and learning. If you need to step outside during a class discussion 
you find difficult, you are welcome to do so without academic penalty. You will be responsible, 
however, for any material you miss. If you are out for a significant amount of time, please do 
come speak to me for coverage of this material and to discuss the situation.  
 
Civil Discourse 
A learner-focused educational experience thrives with discussion, debate—and, yes, dissent—at 
its center. Materials may be provocative materials and attend to weighty issues. We may disagree 
strongly. We may agree passionately. These points of convergence and divergence will not be 
the same for everyone—and our points of disagreement and deliberation are opportunities to 
have rigorous, thoughtful, and reasoned discussions. This is how we generate new knowledge—
through fostering an atmosphere of inclusiveness where diversity of perspective is embraced 
through the open exchange of ideas. 
 





 Lutenski 8 

Segment 3 – What do my primary sources mean?: 10% 
Complete Essay Draft: 15% 
Workshop Feedback: 5% 
Final Essay: 25% 
Presentation: 5% 
Attendance and Participation: 10%  
 
Detailed assignments will be distributed; grades will be posted to Canvas. 
 
@#&4""#(-#-)A#M+.)
Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 9
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Due by E-mail to the Entire Class: Research Proposals 
)
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We will not be meeting in class today. Instead, you will have a scheduled individual appointment 
with me to discuss your in-progress rough draft. 
 
P#-(#.-'ED)!6$%?)RX)
We will not be meeting in class today. Instead, you will have a scheduled individual appointment 
with me to discuss your complete rough draft. 
 
Due by E-mail to the Entire Class: Complete Rough Draft 
)
P#-(#.-'ED)!6$%?)12 
Before class, review the writing workshop guidelines posted to Canvas, which include directions 
for written feedback to your peers. During our class period, we will conduct a writing workshop. 
 
Due by E-mail to the Instructor: Peer Feedback 
)
P#-(#.-'ED)!6$%?)1[3)>$'&+%&#)>$#.#(+'+%4(.)
Be prepared to do a complete, polished run


