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INTRODUCTION 

Director of the School of Social Work 

Welcome to Saint Louis University’s School of Social Work! The School shares the University's mission to 
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Goals of the Applied Behavior Analysis Programs 

The goals of the ABA programs are to prepare students to use empirical evidence, ethical values, and 
behavior analytic 
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Instructions for Completing a Thesis: 
 

I. In the semester before registering for thesis credits, reach out to the ABA Program Director (who is 
the default thesis chair) to begin to consider which approach (A or B, see above) you will take. 
Consider discussing thesis projects and potential research questions early on in coursework, to 
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c. The proposal must follow APA style and Graduate Education’s required format guide. Work 
with University Writing Services to address style and grammar components of the 
manuscript before sending drafts to your chair. 

d. Students must make revisions under the supervision of their thesis chair. The chair has two 
weeks to provide feedback on each thesis draft received. When the thesis chair decides 
that the proposal is acceptable (this will tak (t) (c)
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https://www.slu.edu/academics/graduate/pdfs/formatting_guide_revision_october_2017_final.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/academics/graduate/current-students/pdfs/formatting-guide-revision-august-2023.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/academics/graduate/pdfs/new-degree_checkout_procedures_thesis.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/registrar/academic-resources/graduation-and-diplomas.php
mailto:Jasmine.Maloney@slu.edu
https://www.slu.edu/academics/graduate/current-students/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/academics/graduate/current-students/forms-petitions/masters-oral-exam-request-form.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/academics/graduate/current-students/index.php
mailto:latoya.cash@slu.edu
mailto:jasmine.maloney@slu.edu
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and/or make
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Optional field practicum 
Persons seeking BACB certification must complete an applied behavior analysis field experience under the 
supervision of a BACB (Behavior Analyst Certification Board) Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA). ABA 
Post-Master’s Certificate students have the option to take 1,500 hours through 9 credit hours of supervised 
field practicum and seminar as part of the University certificate program or locate and do their field 
experience independent of a college or university. If they choose the former option, they can begin their 
practicum simultaneously with the ABA-course load or after they complete all on-campus courses. 
Students in practicum will also register for the Integrative Seminar (ABA 5820) during their first practica. 

 
Master of Social Work with a Concentration in Applied Behavior Analysis 
Concentration courses will be offered in a cohort model, such that students must start in the fall semester 
of their first year, taking the concentration courses in the order offered. The program is 53 credit hours. 
Students should refer to the MSW ABA roadmap when determining order and semester for the MSW 
foundation courses to ensure prerequisite courses are selected first (or concurrently, where permissible), 
assuring timely degree completion. Note: Students must receive a B or better in all ABA courses to pass. 

 
MSW Foundation Courses 
SWRK 5702 Social Policy (3) 
SWRK 5707 Policy Practice for Social Justice (3) 
SWRK 5725 Human Behavior and the Social 
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Transfer Credits 
Up to six (6) hours of transfer credit from an accredited graduate program will be accepted under the 
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ABA 5116 Practicum IV (1) 
ABA 5118 Practicum V (1) 
This is a two-part graduate-level practicum experience (two semesters) that will function similarly to 
previous practicums; however, it will be tied to  
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Academic integrity is honest, truthful  and responsible conduct in all academic endeavors. 

Saint Louis University is a community of learning in which integrity and mutual trust are vital. Since the 
mission of the University is "the 
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Academic
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determined per the Registrar’s tuition refund deadlines. 
b. 
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appeal the decision within 10 days by submitting a written appeal to the Dean of the School of Social Work. 

 
Advising 

Following acceptance to an ABA Program, every new student meets with the Director or Assistant Director 
of the ABA Program for an initial advising and registration appointment as well as specific conversations 
regarding practicum. Shortly after the beginning of the student's first semester, he/she will be assigned to 
a faculty advisor. Advisors seek to understand the educational and career goals of students and provide 
assistance and mentoring in course planning, registration, and other academic and career concerns. The 
School embraces an adult-learner model of advising, with advising meetings often scheduled as requested 
by the 
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the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and/or Dean of the School of Social Work. Within an additional 
five working days, the student shall have a response to their grievance. 

When a graduate student has reason to question the decision of the ABA Program Director in an 
academic matter, the following steps are available to the student. The student should convey the 
complaint to the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and/or the Dean of the School of Social Work in 
writing. If  
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Students enrolled in the Applied Behavior Analysis Program and courses are asked to abide by the 
Behavior Analyst Certification Board Guidelines for Responsible Conduct for Behavior Analysts (Appendix 
B). 
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fall semesters takes place in April. New student registration takes place in July for fall semester. Students 
are urged to register early to secure the classes they need. Late Registration begins on the first day of 
classes and late fees will be incurred. 

Students are responsible for adding, dropping or withdrawing from courses in accordance with SLU’s 
Registrar policies and deadlines. This includes stated tuition refund deadlines the program and school 
cannot override. See Registrar’s website for form https://www.slu.edu/registrar/register/forms.php 

 
After the semester’s final drop period ends (usually in the 4th week of the semester), students have 3-4 
additional weeks to withdraw from a course with a grade of W for Withdrawal on the transcript. If a 
student withdraws from a required course, they still need to take 
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School of Law, the School of Medicine, the Center for Advanced Dentistry Education, and 
the Madrid campus. 

 
Note: Alleged violations of academic integrity  in scientific research will  be addressed in 
accordance with the Research Integrity  and Compliance Program in the Office of the Vice 
President for Research. 
 

 3.0 Definitions    
This section defines academic integrity  and articulates the conduct and standards 
considered as having violated this policy. More than one violation may apply. 

Academic integrity  is the commitment to and demonstration of honest and moral 
behavior in an academic setting. The University and wider academic community are built  
on shared values and norms of behavior, including honesty, fairness, and responsibility. 
Applying academic integrity  to one’s work entails practicing honesty and fairness towards 
others, taking responsibility  for learning, and following the conventions of scholarship. The 
University is responsible for awarding credit for honestly conducted work, and students 
are responsible for demonstrating academic integrity  by practicing the following: 

�x Using information, text, images, and all other materials incorporated into 
academic work appropriately,  according to copyright and privacy laws. 

�x Acknowledging the source of information whether taken from another 
person, artificial  intelligence, or other technology. 

�x Conducting research ethically, in line with  the University's regulations on human 
research ethics. 

�x Reporting research truthfully.  
�x Acting ethically and honestly in all academic endeavors. 
�x Acknowledging faculty members’ intellectual properties and confirming faculty 

support when students conduct research, apply for assistantships and/or  
fellowships. 

 
Academic Integrity  Incident  refers to reported student conduct that violates the academic 
integrity  standards set forth in this policy. 

Falsification  is the misrepresentation of fact for academic gain.  

Falsification may include, but is not limited to: 
�x Lying to or deceiving an instructor  regarding academic work. 
�x Fabricating or misrepresenting documentation or the data used in completing 

assignments. 
�x Misrepresenting or altering information in the academic records of an instructor,  

academic or administrative department, or unit of the University unless authorized 
to do so. 

Plagiarism  is the presentation or representation of content as if the content were the 
student’s own without  proper citation. Examples include thoughts, words, or data 
created by another source other than the student not explicitly permitted by the 
instructor.  This definition includes self- plagiarism as the use of material prepared for 
one class and submitted in another without  proper citation and without  permission of 
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the current instructor. 
 

Plagiarism may include, but is not limited  to: 
�x Directly presenting the written,  artistic, or spoken work generated or created by 

someone other than the student, by artificial  intelligence, or by other technology 
without  quotation marks or indented quotations and without  proper citation to the 
source. 

�x Paraphrasing or incorporating the ideas, concepts, arguments, observations, 
images, objects, music, or statements generated or created by someone other 
than the student, by artificial  intelligence,  Paraphrasing   
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fall semesters takes place in April. New student registration takes place in July for fall semester. Students 
are urged to register early to secure the classes they need. Late Registration begins on the first day of 
classes and late fees will be incurred. 

Students are responsible for adding, dropping or withdrawing from courses in accordance with SLU’s 
Registrar policies and deadlines. This includes stated tuition refund deadlines the program and school 
cannot override. See Registrar’s website for form https://www.slu.edu/registrar/register/forms.php 

 
After the semester’s final drop period ends (usually in the 4th week of the semester), students have 3-4 
additional weeks to withdraw from a course with a grade of W for Withdrawal on the transcript. If a 
student withdraws from a required course, they still need to take 




